Central Wisconsin Vizsla Club

Breed Rescue Program

The CWVC has been involved with breed
rescue since 1993. During that time our program has
developed and changed, through our own
experiences and those of other clubs, to its current
status. At this time, we only rescue pure bred
Vizslas. Frankly, lack of money and manpower does
not allow us to do otherwise.

Vizslas are brought into foster care from
humane societies, and in the case of emergencies,
direct from families. When possible, dogs are
maintained in their current homes and placed directly
to their new homes without going into foster care.
This is less traumatic for the dog. In those cases, the
CWVC will give the information out to potential
adopters based on what we are told. Itis up to the
family adopting and the family with the dog to work
out the details of the placement and decide if the dog
is appropriate. The CWVC has no
responsibility/liability in those cases.

When a dog comes into foster care, it is given
a complete physical by the foster family’s vet. If they
are not neutered or spayed, that is also taken care
before the dog is placed. Dogs are generally in
foster care about one month before they are placed.
That allows foster families to get a fair evaluation of
the dog’s temperament. If need be, dogs are
housebroken, crate trained, and given some
obedience training before going to new homes. In
cases where rehabilitation is necessary, dogs may be
kept for a longer period. To date, the longest a dog
has been kept in foster care has been about 9
months.

When it is time to place a dog, the adoption
applications are reviewed by the foster caregiver to
try to match the dog’s physical characteristics and
temperament to the appropriate family. The potential
home is then contacted. The foster caregiver may
arrange to visit the family in the home, or the
potential adopters may be asked to visit the
caregiver. They will be given an opportunity in either
case to meet the dog, ask questions, etc. If both
parties decide this is a good match, the adoption will
be set up.

All dogs that go through foster care are
adopted with a written contract and may be returned
in the first two weeks with no questions asked. An
adoption fee is set by the foster family with input from
the Breed Rescue chairperson or committee
members. The adoption fee never exceeds $250.
The adoption fee consists of expense reimbursement
to the foster family plus a donation to the CWVC
rescue fund. The rescue fund is used for those dogs
who have vet bills in excess of $250 or are not

adoptable. (Occasionally we get dogs in that are 12
or 13 years old. They are very difficult to find homes
for so the foster family houses them until they pass
on.) The contract also states that if there is ever a
problem with the dog, it must be returned to CWVC
Rescue.

Above is basically how the rescue program
works. Below are a few notes you need to be aware
of before completing an application:

e Filling out an adoption application does not
guarantee you will get a dog through the
program.

e Sometimes you may need to wait for quite a long
time for a dog. How specific you are in what you
want can also determine the length of the wait.
For instance, if you want a female under 2 years
old, you would wait longer than if you were
willing to take a female up to 5 years old or a
male or female under 2.

e We rarely get in dogs that are under 3 years old.
In the eight years the club has been involved
with breed rescue, we have had only two dogs
under 1 year old, and less than 10 under 3 years
old.

¢ Most people want females. There are valid
reasons for only wanting a female. However, if
you feel you want a female, examine your
reasons closely. Many times people want
females because they feel they are more
trainable, more affectionate, etc. That is not true
in Vizslas. Talk to a “Vizsla person” before you
rule out getting a male dog. You may find a
male is more to your liking and they are often
easier to get.

¢ Rescue dogs generally have some baggage. If
you are looking for the perfect dog, you should
not look to breed rescue. Many times they
require more time and attention than raising a
puppy.

¢ Rescue is not the place to look if you are
interested in a hunting dog. We have placed a
few dogs that are now hunted, but it is not the
norm.

e Many Vizslas are turned into rescue because the
family “doesn’t have time” for them. Vizslas
require exercise daily, and playing with the kids
or out in the yard by themselves is not adequate.
Make sure you are prepared to provide them
with the exercise they need.



